
No

Yes

Researcher /
Scientist

with Residence 
Permit in accor-
dance with § 18 IV, 
§ 19a, § 20

following a German 
university or 
college degree

Residence Permit 
§ 16 IV

unexpected 
unemployment

Self-employed 
activity

employment

academic degree

Residence Permit 
§ 18c

Job

following 
a vocational 
training

Residence Permit 
§ 16 Vb / 
§ 17 III

Yes

No

job-seeking

National Permanent 
Residence Permit for holders 
of an EU Blue Card  § 19a VI 
(after 21 resp. 33 months)

National Permanent Residence 
Permit for Graduates from 
a German university or college 
§ 18b (after 2 years)

National Permanent 
Residence Permit for Self-
employed Persons  § 21 IV 
(after 3 years)

Family members can also 
receive a residence permit 
which entitels to a perma-
nent residence.

National Permanent Residence 
Permit  § 9 (after 5 years)

EC long-term Residence 
Permit  § 9a (after 5 years)

with completed 
vocational training

National Permanent Residence 
Permit for Highly Qualifi ed 
Employees  § 19 (immediately)

Residence Permit 
for Self-employed 
Persons  § 21 IIa

Residence Permit 
for Self-emlpoyed 
Persons  § 21

Residence Permit 
for spouse / 
registered partner 
§ 30

Residence Permit 
for children 
§ 32

German university 
or college degree

completed 
vocational training

Residence Permit 
for Qualifi ed 
Employees 
§ 18 IV

Residence Permit 
for Researchers

Residence Permit 
for Study  § 16 I

EU Blue Card 
§ 19a

Permission Roadmap

Legal bases without any specifi cation refer to the German Residence Act.

Family Members

Self-Employed 
Persons

Researchers, 
Scientists

Employees

Graduates from a 
foreign university 
or college

Students

Vocational School 
Students

German university 
or college degree

Permanent Residence StatusTemporary Residence Status

Residence Permit 
for vocational 
training 
§ 16 V / § 17

with academic 
degree

Employees with an income 
in accordance with § 41a I / 
§ 41a II German employ-
ment ordinance


